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Good morning, and happy birthday! Did you know that today is our 125th birthday? It is indeed!

Exactly 125 years ago today, December 14, Broadway School, our very first school building, opened
in 1891. Emma Yule was our first school teacher for the 26 students who showed up. By February
1892, Emma became our first principal. Students trekked from far and wide to attend, and soon the
district needed to rent school space to accommodate all the students. In March 1892, the school
board decided to run a bond election to buy property and build more schools. That bond was
approved, and so began Everett Public School’s road to growth. By the way, our December
enrollment was 19,701 students, which pencils out to 75,673 percent growth since 1891!

Were it not for the courage, the judgment, and the dedication of these early pioneers, and those
who followed them, we would not have the tremendous community and schools we have today. The
events of the past few months have reinforced for me just how much we have to be thankful for in
our work and in our daily lives. Thanks to the $149 million bond our voters passed, we’ve begun the
design process for our 18th elementary school, and for the modernization of North Middle School
(the Woodside modernization effort will begin in the near future).

Thanks to the $89 million capital levy our voters passed, we’ve begun the staff training necessary to
transform our instruction to implement a one-to-one technology platform for our students, and the
design work to create safer entryways for eight of our elementary schools this summer. We've also
begun to purchase the portables needed to accommodate the growth we project in the near future.
Did you know we expect 1,200 more students by 20227 That’s 6 percent growth as we pass our
130th birthday!

In alJanuary 9, 1961, address to the Massachusetts Legislature, President-elect John F. Kennedy
described the characteristics upon which his administration would be judged: Courage—judgment—
integrity—dedication, what he called “the historic qualities” that “will characterize our
Government’s conduct” during his first, and only, term. It was during this particular address that he
also used the phrase “For of those to whom much is given, much is required.” His meaning was
simple, and timeless (and | discovered it came from Luke 12:48). We have been given much by our
community, and our community expects much from us in return. And that’s not all ...

Yesterday, Governor Inslee proposed $3.9 billion in new funding for K-12 schools. His office
announced this would boost overall K-12 spending to 50 percent of the state budget for the first
time in more than 30 years, and would meet the state Supreme Court’s order to fully fund basic
education and end long-standing disparities between property-poor districts and their wealthier
counterparts. (Did you know we are one of the districts that receives levy equalization funds because
we are considered “property poor” under the state’s definition?) While this is the opening salvo in
what pundits project will be one of the longest sessions ever, the message is clear: it’s time to amply
fund our schools and receive the results expected of that investment.
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In a season of many celebrations, of warmth, of family, of good cheer, and of much thanks, it's good
to remember where we began and what it took to get us to this splendid day in our history: 125
years old! As you prepare to join your family and friends for another joyful holiday season, please
accept my thanks for your courage to do the right thing and not to give up on any child, for your
dedication to your colleagues and their success, for the integrity you bring to your profession each
day, and for the joy you bring to families who entrust their children to our care. May this season
once again bring you peace, rest, fun, laughter and even more reasons to believe in the goodness of
what we do here each day.

With warmest regards for you and yours during these holidays,

Gary
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